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(57) Abstract: The present invention relates to a pack- 
aging for a tampon (1), in which the packaging (2; 10. 
11) is formed such that it is suited to function as a fin- 
ger protection during use of the tampon (1), whereby the 
packaging (2; 10, 11) prevents contact between fingers 
and vaginal fluids. The present invention also relates to 
a method for use of such packaging (2; 10, 11). 
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Auxiliary product for use witli a tampon 

The present invention relates to an auxiliary product for use with a tampon, more 
specifically a device and method for packaging, inserting, and after use, dispose of 
5 a tampon. 

A number of different kinds of tampons are commercially available today. The 
basic configurations of tampons are primarily similar and thoroughly tested. Diffe- 
rent methods to insert a tampon without staining ones fingers exist. One product, 

10 with the trademark Tampax, utilizes a telescopic insertion mechanism that contri- 
butes to insert the tampon into the vagina, without a need for the fingers to get into 
contact with the vaginal fluids in the vagina. The mechanism works satisfactorily, 
but has certain disadvantages. Firstly, it may be difficult to position the tampon in 
the vagina in such a way that it cannot be felt. The tampon must not only be pla- 

15 ced sufficiently far into the vagina, such that it is positioned beyond the muscles 
around the opening of the vagina and thereby causes discomfort, but it must also 
be oriented correctly inside the vagina. The Tampax mechanism makes it hard to 
position the tampon correctly, and this is one of the reasons many users prefer to 
employ tampons that require that the fingers come in contact with the vaginal flu- 

20 ids. Another drawback with the Tampax mechanism is that the combination of the 
insertion mechanism and the tampon results in a relatively long unit that takes up 
more space and requires more packaging material. 

GB 2 227 666 A discloses a solution for the abovementioned problem, in which a 
25 skirt that makes up a finger protection is arranged on the rear end of, or around, 
the tampon. A finger may be inserted into the skirt and the tampon, whereupon the 
tampon may be inserted into the vagina and be correctly oriented, the skirt protec- 
ting the finger against the skin around the vagina. When the tampon is positioned 
correctly, the finger is drawn out, the skirt hanging down, possibly with a tab stick- 
30 ing outside the vagina, the tab functioning as an extraction string after use. The 
skirt that hangs out of the vagina opening may irritate the skin around the vagina, 
in addition to functioning as a leakage path for vaginal discharge and menstrual 
fluids. 
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The object of the present invention is to provide a solution that is not encumbered 
with the abovementioned drawbacl<s. This object Is reached by nneans of a device 
of the kind that is characterized by the features indicated in the characterizing 
5 clause of claim 1 and of a method characterized by the features indicated in the 
characterizing clause of claim 6. Further advantageous features are indicated in 
the dependent claims. 

The following description comprises non-limiting examples of advantageous 
10 embodiments of the present invention, with reference to the attached drawings, in 
which: 

Fig. 1 shows a tampon that is sealed In one embodiment of a packaging according 
to the present Invention; 

15 

Fig. 2 shows the tampon and packaging in Fig. 1, where the packaging is opened; 

Fig. 3-5 shows how the packaging according to one embodiment of the invention 
may be used; 

20 

Fig. 6 shows a tampon that is sealed in another embodiment of the present Inven- 
tion, in which this embodiment comprises a two-part packaging; and 

Fig. 7 shows the tampon and the packaging in Fig. 6, where the outer packaging is 
25 opened. 

Fig. 1 shows a tampon 1 that is sealed in a packaging 2. In one embodiment of the 
packaging 2, an aperture 3 is arranged such that two tabs 4 are formed when the 
packaging has been opened (Fig. 2). These tabs 4 make it easier to handle the 
30 packaging during use. When the packaging has been opened, the tampon is grab- 
bed as shown in Fig. 3, with the thumb on the tampon point 5 and the index finger 
or middle finger on the rear end 6 of the tampon. Then the packaging 2 is turned 
Inside out over the index finger or possibly middle finger as shown in Fig. 4 and 5, 
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the packaging 2 now forming a finger protection or glove. The tampon 1 may now 
be inserted into the vagina in a conrect manner, without the fingers coming into 
contact with the vaginal fluids. 

5 If a used tampon is replaced, the used tampon may be disposed of in the pacl^ag- 
ing 2 by carrying out the same steps outlined above, only in reverse. 

The packaging will thus function both as sealing means, a finger protection and a 
disposal bag. This may be of great advantage, especially during situations with 
10 bad sanitary conditions, such as cabin trips, camping trips or in public places such 
as bars, restaurants, gyms etc.. In addition, the disposal bag function of the pack- 
aging contributes to reduce littering. Since the packaging functions as a disposal 
bag in itself, the total amount of litter is reduced to a minimum and it is not spread 
about. 

15 

Figs. 6 to 8 show a second embodiment of the present invention, in which the tam- 
pon 1 is packed into two bags 10, 1 1 . The outer bag or packaging 1 1 may thus be 
used as a finger protection for the index finger or middle finger, and the inner bag 
or packaging 10 forms a finger protection for the thumb, or wee versa. With this 
20 embodiment it may possibly be easier to handle a used tampon without getting in- 
to finger contact with menstrual fluids during disposal. 

A very important advantage of the present invention is that the tampon may be 
handled in a completely sterile manner, because the tampon under no circum- 
25 stance comes into contact with bare fingers that othenvise may contribute to trans- 
mittal of unwanted bacteria or contamination to the vaginal area. 

During use of this second embodiment of the present invention, the same steps 
are generally followed as with the first embodiment shown above, except that the 
30 second embodiment comprises two bags or packages 10, 11, one outside the 
other, where only the outer bag or package 1 1 has to be sealed. The outer bag or 
package 11 is opened and pulled onto the index finger or middle finger, and the 
inner bag or packaging 10 is pulled onto the thumb, or wee versa. When the new 
tampon 1 is positioned correctly, the old tampon is grabbed by the to fingers that 
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are covered by the bags or finger protection 10, 1 1 . without any risk of getting into 
contact with vaginal fluids, whereupon the bags or finger protection are pulled over 
the used tampon, first one (10), then the other (11), until the used tampon finally is 
completely wrapped up and easily may be stuck into a pocket or a purse for later 
5 disposal in a suitable manner, for example into a trash can. In addition, the present 
invention does not result in loose and ripped up pieces of packaging, as with the 
currently available tampons. 

It is understood that the packaging 10, 11 may be produced by any suitable mate- 
10 rial, primarily a plastic or rubber-like material that is strong and flexible enough to 
work in a reliable manner. The material must also be adapted to the sealing met- 
hod that is chosen, this being welding, use of an adhesive etc., in addition to that it 
should be adapted for easy opening and possible fonning of functional tabs 4. It 
may also be possible to use a locking mechanism of a "zip-lock" kind, enabling the 
15 packaging to be sealed after use. it is understood that the possible tabs 4 do not 
have to take on the shape that Is shown in Fig. 2 and 7, but just as easily may be 
rounded, cornered etc., or the packages may only be split along parts of the 
edges. 

20 The tampons used in conjunction with the present invention may be of any kind. 
The bags or packages 2, 10, 1 1 may be adapted to any kind and size of tampon. 
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CLAIMS 



5 
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15 2. 



20 3. 



25 

4. 



30 5: 



Tampon and finger protecting packaging (2; 10. 1 1) comprising at least one 
bag that keeps the tampon (1) sterile before use, 
characterized in that the packaging (2; 10, 1 1 ) is adapted to 
cover at least one finger, preventing the at least one finger from coming into 
contact with the tampon (1 ) and thereby contaminating the tampon (1 ), or 
preventing the at least one finger from coming into contact with menstrual 
fluids while inserting the tampon (1 ), the packaging (2; 10, 11 ) further being 
adapted for use as a disposal bag for a used tampon (1 ) by turning the 
packaging inside out over the used tampon, the packaging being made of a 
sufficiently strong and flexible material, with a shape and size that fits over 
a finger. 

Tampon and finger protecting packaging (2; 10, 11) according to claim 1, 
characterized in that the packaging (2; 10, 11) comprises two 
bags that can used to cover two fingers, one bag being sufficiently large to 
be able to cover a thumb. 

Tampon and finger protecting packaging (2; 10, 1 1) according to claim 1 or 
2, 

characterized in that a seal (3) of the packaging (2; 10, 1 1 ) may 
be broken so as to create tabs (4), the tabs (4) facilitating use of the pack- 
aging (2; 10, 1 1) as finger protection. 

Tampon and finger protecting packaging (2; 10. 1 1) according to claim 3, 
characterized in that the seal of the packaging (2; 10. 11) is 
formed by welding, use of adherents, or a zip-lock type closing mechanism. 

A packaging according to any of the previous claims, in which the packag- 
ing (2; 10, 1 1) comprises any suitable material, preferably a plastic or rub- 
ber-like material. 
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6. A method for use of a tampon and finger protecting packaging (2; 10,11), 
characterized in that the method comprises the steps of: 
-breaking the seal of the packaging (2^ 10, 11), 

-grabbing the tampon (1) while it still sits in the opened packaging (2; 10, 
5 11), the thumb being used to grab the front end of the tampon (5) and the 

index or middle finger being used to grab the rear end of the tampon (6), 
-pulling the packaging (2; 10, 1 1) over the index or middle finger and the 
thumb, or wee versa, the packaging (2; 10, 1 1) thereby forming a finger 
protection, 

10 -inserting and positioning the tampon (1 ) correctly in the body of the user by 

means of the index or middle finger, and later on 

-grabbing a possible used tampon between the index or middle finger and 
the thumb that are protected by the packaging (2; 1 0, 1 1 ), and finally turn 
the packaging (2; 10, 11) inside out over the used tampon, such that the 
15 used tampon and the packaging (2; 10, 1 1) may be disposed of when and 

where suitable. 
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CLAIMS 

1 . Tampon and finger protecting packaging (2; 10. 1 1 ) comprising at least one 
bag that keeps the tampon (1) sterile before use, 
characterized in that the packaging (2; 10. 11) is adapted to 
cover at least one finger, preventing the at least one finger from coming into 
contact with the tampon (1 ) and thereby contaminating the tampon (1 ). or 
preventing the at least one finger from coming into contact with menstrual 
fluids while inserting the tampon (1 ). the packaging (2; 10. 1 1 ) further being 
adapted for use as a disposal bag for a used tampon (1) by turning the 
packaging inside out over the used tampon, the packaging being made of a 
sufnciently strong and flexible material, with a shape and size that fits over 
a finger. 

2. Tampon and finger protecting packaging (2; 1 0, 1 1 ) according to claim 1 , 
characterized in that the packaging (2; 1 0, 11 ) comprises two 
bags that can used to cover two fingers, one bag being sufficiently large to 
be able to cover a thumb. 

3. Tampon and finger protecting packaging (2; 1 0, 1 1 ) according to claim 1 or 
2. 

characterized in that a seal (3) of the packaging (2; 10, 1 1 ) may 
be broken so as to create tabs (4). the tabs (4) facilitating use of the pack- 
aging (2; 10, 1 1 ) as finger protection. 

4. Tampon and finger protecting packaging (2; 1 0. 1 1 ) according to claim 3. 
characterized in that the seal of the packaging (2; 10. 11) is 
fomied by welding, use of adherents, or a zip-lock type closing mechanism. 

5. A packaging according to any of the previous claims, in which the packag- 
ing (2; 10. 11) comprises any suitable material, preferably a plastic or mb- 
ber-like material. 
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6. A method for use of a tampon and finger protecting packaging (2; 10, 1 1), 
characterized in that the method comprises the steps of: 
-breaking the seal of the packaging (2; 10, 1 1), 

-grabbing the tampon (1) while it still sits in the opened packaging (2; 10, 
1 1 ), the thumb being used to grab the front end of the tampon (5) and the 
index or middle finger being used to grab the rear end of the tampon (6), 
-pulling the packaging (2; 10, 1 1 ) over the index or middle finger and the 
thumb, or vice versa, the packaging (2; 10, 1 1 ) thereby fonming a finger 
protection, 

-inserting and positioning the tampon (1 ) conrectly In the body of the user by 
means of the index or middle finger, and later on 

-grabbing a possible used tampon between the index or middle finger and 
the thumb that are protected by the packaging (2; 10, 11), and finally turn 
the packaging (2; 10, 11 ) inside out over the used tampon, such that the 
used tampon and the packaging (2; 10, 11) may be disposed of when and 
where suitable. 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to In this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17)): 
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1-4 as originally filed 
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1 ^ received on 23.1 2.2004 with letter of 23.1 2.2004 
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1/4-4/4 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the Intemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of intemational preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andtor 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, thiB 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the intemational application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written fonm. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-4 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

The invention relates to a tampon and finger protective packaging, which comprises at 
least one sealed bag that keeps the tampon sterile before use, the bag being of plastic 
material adapted after opening for use as a finger glove by turning the bag Inside out 
overthe at least one finger. 

GB-A-2 227 666 discloses a tampon comprising a body of compressed absorbent 
material and a skirt fixed to and extending from one end of the tampon to form a finger 
cover. 

There is no disclosure of the use of the packaging as a finger glove during insertion of 
the tampon. 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 

1 . Tampon and finger protecting packaging (2; 1 0, 1 1 ) preventing contact be- 
tween the fingers and menstrual fluids, the packaging (2; 1 0, 1 1 ) comprising 

5 at least one sealed bag that keeps the tampon (1) sterile before use, the 

packaging (2; 10, 11 ) further being adapted to cover at least one finger, pre- 
venting ttie at least one finger from coming into contact with the tampon (1 ) 
and hereby contaminating the tampon (1 ) while inserting the tampon (1 ), or 
preventing the. at least one finger from coming into contact with menstrual 
10 fluids that may contaminate the at least one finger, 

characterised in thatthe packaging (2; 10, 11) comprises at least 
one bag of a plastic material that does not damage while opening and after 
opening is adapted for use as finger glove by turning the bag inside out 
over the at least one finger. 

IS 

2. Tampon and finger protecting packaging (2; 10, 11) according to claim 1, 
characterized in that the packaging (2; 10, 1 1) comprises two 
bags, one bag covering the other bag while packed. 

20 3. Tampon and finger protecting packaging (2: 10, 1 1) according to dalm 1 
or 2, 

characterized In that the bag or bags comprise tabs (4), the tabs 
(4) facilitating use of the packaging (2; 1 0« 1 1 ) as finger protection. 

25 4. Tampon and finger protecting packaging (2; 10.11) according to any of the 
previous claims, 

characterized in that the seal of the packaging (2; 10. 11) is for* 
med by welding, use of adherents, or a zip-lock type closing mechanism. 
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